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Providing Interoperability to Our First Responders: Expediting the 
Digital Television Transition  

 
In 1997, to facilitate the transition from analog to digital television, Congress temporarily 
gave each television broadcaster, for free, a second broadcast channel to transmit in digital 
format called digital television (DTV).   Broadcasters in a market were supposed to return one 
of their channels and transmit only in digital format by December 31, 2006; some of this 
spectrum was to be used for public safety purposes.  However, a loophole delayed the return 
and auction of this valuable spectrum.  House Republicans establish December 31, 2008 as 
the hard date for this transition providing firemen, police and other first responders with the 
ability to better communicate, achieving critical interoperability. 
 

Making Communities Safer  
 Some police, fire departments, and rescue squads already have radio equipment to 

communicate over the spectrum the broadcasters are supposed to return—they are just 
awaiting the turnover.   

 Many more public safety officials cannot purchase equipment or begin planning 
without a date certain.   

 Last year, the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (or 9-
11 Commission) recommended the expedited return of this radio spectrum for public 
safety purposes. 

 

Bringing New Services to Consumers and Lowering Prices 
 The commercial uses for the spectrum are practically limitless, such as accelerated 

deployment of wireless broadband capabilities (especially to rural areas) and more 
competitive choices for high-speed voice, video and data applications. 

 

Reducing the Federal Deficit 
 This particular spectrum is highly valuable, called “beachfront property” by some, and 

its auction will bring billions of dollars in additional revenue to the U.S. Treasury to 
reduce the deficit.   

 Several studies suggest that the auction could raise $20-30 billion, and garner hundreds 
of billions of dollars in additional benefits and savings to consumers and the U.S. 
economy. 

 

Growing the Economy and Creating New Jobs 
 The development of products and services to utilize this spectrum will improve 
America’s global competitiveness and result in significant investment, boosting our 
economy and fostering new jobs. 
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